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YAGS: PFOR, EG, SY, US 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE FOR FAHMY ON MURPHY S CONSULTATIONS 
REF: CAIRO 10248, STATE 180073 

1 . IN ADDITION TO THE OTHER MESSAGES YOU HAVE FOR FAHMY ON 
AUGUST 2, PLEASE CONVEY THE FOLLOWING TO HIM FOR ME. 

2. AS HERMANN INFORMED YOU EARLIER, I CALLED AMBASSADOR 
MURPHY BACK TO WASHINGTON FOR CONSULTATIONS DURING THIS 
PAST WEEK TO GET THE CLEAREST POSSIBLE PICTURE OF THE 
LEBANESE SITUATION, AND THE ROLE OF THE SOVIET UNION, AS 
THE SYRIANS THEMSELVES SEE IT. MURPHY IS NOW RETURNING TO 
DAMASCUS. 

3. BEFORE COMING BACK TO WASHINGTON, MURPHY DISCUSSED THE 
SITUATION THOROUGHLY WITH KHADDAM, SINCE ASAD WAS UNABLE 
TO SEE MURPHY BEFORE HIS DEPARTURE. KHADDAM CONFIRMED THE 
GENERAL LINES OF THE REPORT WE HAD HAD EARLIER FROM 
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IN LEBANON AS VERY DANGEROUS, AND SAID IT WAS BEING 
AGGRAVATED BY THE MAJOR INFLUX OF WEAPONS, IN WHICH THE 
SOVIETS WERE CLOSELY INVOLVED. KHADDAM, HOWEVER, MADE NO 
SPECIFIC PROPOSAL FOR A REACTION ON OUR PART. 

4. IN CONSIDERING THE SITUATION WITH MURPHY, WE FELT 
CONFIRMED IN OUR EARLIER JUDGMENT THAT IT IS IN OUR 
INTEREST, AND CONSISTENT WITH PRESIDENT SADAT'S AND OUR 
LONG-RUN STRATEGY, TO AVOID THE ENHANCEMENT OF SOVIET 
INFLUENCE OVER SYRIAN POLICY. MURPHY WILL THEREFORE 
CONFIRM TO ASAD THAT WE ARE INTERESTED IN SYRIA'S MAINTAIN- 
ING ITS ABILITY TO PURSUE AN INDEPENDENT NATIONAL POLICY 
BUT WILL MAKE NO SPECIFIC COMMITMENTS OR OFFERS. 

5. IN SUM, OUR CONSULTATIONS WITH MURPHY DID NOT THROW 
ANY REALLY NEW LIGHT ON THE SITUATION OR SUGGEST ANY 
PARTICULAR STEPS WE MIGHT BE TAKING. I LOOK FORWARD 

TO MY TALK WITH HERMANN IN TEHRAN, OF WHICH HE WILL HAVE 
INFORMED YOU, AND TO WHATEVER PRESIDENT SADAT AND YOU WISH 
TO CONVEY THROUGH HIM. 

6. I SEND MY WARM GOOD WISHES TO FAHMY, AND AS ALWAYS 
WOULD WELCOME HIS THOUGHTS AND COMMENTS. KISSINGER 
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